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The struggle for the Socialist Bill was an index of the two
currents of thought in Germany, and its fate was uncertain to
the very last, but the Germany of the 'eighties was the
Germany that Bismarck had created, and by the final passing of
the Bill on 17 May 1884 the anti-socialist legislation was pro-
longed till 30 September 1886. It was under prescription and
persecution that Social-Democracy grew up in Germany, and
while it was thus developing underground, the Government was
being reorganized on ever more conservative lines. The Imperial
Rescript had only been the forerunner of other changes. In
April 1884 Bismarck requested to be relieved of the duties con-
nected with the Prussian Ministry so that he might devote
himself to the affairs of the Empire alone, almost at the same
time suggesting a revival of the Prussian Staatsrat.

To Lord Granville.    3 April

"... What does not appear to be known yet, is that Bismarck is
also in favour of the re-establishment of the Prussian Staatsrat,
or Privy Council, which existed before the year 1848, and which,
although not summoned by the Sovereign since that date, has
never been abolished, and could therefore legally be summoned
at the king's pleasure and at any time.

The Staatsrat has only a consultative voice, and its delibera-
tions are attended, as in Russia, by the heir to the throne and by
royal princes appointed privy councillors by the Crown.

The revival of the Staatsrat or Privy Council would not only
be an advantage, but also a popular measure in Prussia."

On 19 June the Staatsrat was once more revived, and became
an integral part of the already complicated Prussian constitution.

IV

"Nach Kanossa gehen wir nicht" said Bismarck, but the
stars in their courses were fighting against him, and in the end
he had no choice but to go. When he founded the German
Empire even he had much to learn, and one lesson that was
gradually borne in upon him through the hard logic of events
was that there were even greater dangers to German unity than
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